A BRIEF HISTORY OF MY BALMORAL COURT HOUSE
· It has been owned by 2 elderly sisters for around 50 years

· The weatherboard house that I live in was originally delivered on the back of a truck in the late 1960s.

· It was split into two residencies – yes a flimsy door joins me to my neighbour’s unit.

· My toilet still has a little compartment next to it in which the night man used to come and collect people’s business. Once my daughter Maya locked herself in the house and I had to pull her out through this small square-shaped hole in the wall from my neighbour’s storage room.

· “Balmoral Manor” (ppft) is described by my mother as, ‘The house that Jack built’. It has been renovated so many times that there are many doors that no longer function or have any purpose. One of my favourite features is the wall of brick wallpaper in my office. 

· Balmoral Manor has been a rental property for the time which the sisters have owned it, they have had many local and foreign exchange students through it, as it very cheap and close to Monash University. Some of the exchange students housed large numbers of people in the three rooms using mattresses on the floor – living in what my landlady described as squalor.

· Apparently one of the past tenants used to house a cow in my daughter’s bedroom!! 

· Needless to say, my landlord said I was one of her best residents, as I kept the place tidy compared with many of her previous tenants. 

